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Stevens Ave. memo

Feb. 5, 1992

TO: Bill Bray

FROM Paul a Crai ghead [ﬁﬂ{{, 7?3 ’J’é)é? &

MEMO RE: Stevens Avenue e

| NFORMATI ON: Si nce the January 7 accident at the Stevens
Avenue crosswal k in from of Longfellow grade school, the
follow ng informati on has been gat hered

- individual screening (12 hours) of 293 accident reports
on Stevens Avenue (and 19 reports for Leland Street) covering the
four years 1988-1991. Screened for residence of the drivers
involved in the accident and the "at fault" drivers.

- state DOT reports of accidents for the sanme period w th
i nformati on about weather and road conditions, nost conmon pl ace
of accidents, tine of day

- summary of the nunber and pl ace of residence
(nei ghbor hood, Portland resident, non-resident) of drivers
arrested for speeding and OQUT for sane period

- nunber of children attendi ng Stevens\ Ave. schools
bet ween Brighton Avenue and Morrill's corner ‘hetween’ ages 3-18
(total is 2,423; of these, 1,300 -are'24>and under).

- list of children attendi ng<kaongfeklow, Lincoln and
Deering who are likely to cross Stevens. Avenue to reach those
school s

RESULTS: The residency of ‘drivers involved in accidents has been
tabulated with an itnintial fi\ndi ng that 60% of all accidents on

St evens involves a non-resident (greater Portland) driver and, of
those where fault can be ‘determ ned and a non-resident is
involved, the non-resident is at fault approxi mtely 60% of the
tine.

Sites of accident frequency appear to be at the intersection of
Ludl ow and Stevens (turning onto Stevens and trying to cross over
to Higgins); Walton Street (where Route 9 turns off of Stevens to
connect to Ccean); New Street (where the through driver has used
Leland to avoid Stevens); Brentwood (where increased business
devel opment has led to nore pedestrian and auto use of this area)
and Morrill's Corner.
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The common thread with acci dents seens to be the turning

therefore, slow ng driver OR the stopping driver (usually to turn;
in a few cases, stopping for pedestrians). The "at fault" driver
either rear ends the stopped driver or attenpts to pass illegally.
The accident reports also frequently note the "inattentive" driver.
Much nore work needs to be done with the data at hand

(including tine / day of accidents).

SOVE EARLY CONCLUSI ONS

Bot h the nunber of cars and the nunber of children using

St evens Avenue i s increasing

The historic purpose of Stevens as a mmjor thoroughfare has
outlasted its current setting (intensely
pedestri an/residential/ educati onal)

The non-resident driver does not understand the present
nature of Stevens Avenue (slower speeds and frequent stepping
required)

| DEAS TO PURSUE

- Long range (5 - 70 years) educational programin/greater
Portland area to alert drivers to nature of ‘Stevens’ Avenue (| ong
running ad canpai gn in area |ocal newspapers or—“shoppers"; car
bunper stickers; 'reward' programfor dcourteous drivers)

- Pai nted and wel | - mai ntai ned cross. wal Ks~done to
specifications simlar to Freeport

- Re-routing Route 9 off(Stevens/Avenue
- Route traffie one-way

- Positive reinforcement /t/o nei ghborhood drivers on their good
driving in this area

- Additional traffic lights (Walton Stréet, Ludl ow, near
St. Joseph's, Leland (stop signs))

- Pedestrian island at Deering Center (near Pat's Meat
Mkt . )
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- Additional pedestrian-oriented design considerations
i ncludi ng: aggressive street tree plantings along avenue (at | east
two trees have deterred wayward cars fromrunning onto sidewal ks;
al so, mature tree canopies, even without leaves will, filter glare
of sun), re-designed, not additional, school/speed signs to
enphasi ze uni que nature of the street; tenporary textural strips in
roadway during school opening and closing (to wake up the
inattentive driver); smaller curb radii for pedestrian convenience
in crossing

- Program for nonitoring both traffic and pedestrian use of
Stevens Ave; especially for assessing inpact of any new measures
to inprove auto safety and pedestrian confort.

- Regular police radar patrol fromside .streets, espeecial 'y ‘near
el ementary school s

This neno reviewed by:

Joanne Fiore, principal, Longfell ow G ade school Cathy
Rossi, principal, Lincoln Mddle scheol haul Pendl eton
principal, Deering Hi gh $Schoo) /Sr).Dale Jarvis, Catherine
McAul ey 5r. Theresa Rand,\St.\Joseph's El ementary Sue
Reed, Westbrook Chitdren''s ‘Center Susan WI bur, Steven's
Ave Children' s¢<Coop Peter, Morel li, president, DCNA David
Little, chair, DCNA safety conmittee Dave Warren, chair,
Mayor's Transportation/Task Force Sue M nervino
Longfel |l ow safety committee Kathy Freund, nat'l
subcommittee on elderly driverss Helen Quirk, Longfell ow
crossi na auard



